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Government Post Graduate College, Berinag organized a highly informative and inspiring 

programme on “Self-Employment and Prosperity in Rural Areas” under the joint aegis of 

the Career Counselling Cell, Department of Economics, and Department of Botany. The 

programme was conducted in the Multipurpose Hall of the college with the aim of guiding 

students towards self-employment opportunities and encouraging the effective use of local 

resources for economic self-reliance and rural development. 

The programme was organized under the guidance of the Principal, Prof. B. M. Pandey. A 

large number of students, teachers, and guests participated in the event both offline and 

through online mode via Google Meet. The programme created a positive academic 

atmosphere and encouraged students to think about innovative career opportunities in rural 

areas. 

The Chief Guest of the programme was Prof. Vishwanath Khali, Director of Higher 

Education, Uttarakhand. In his inaugural address, he emphasized the importance of self-

employment and entrepreneurship for the youth of rural areas. He stated that in the present 

time, depending only on traditional government jobs is not sufficient, and students should 

also focus on skill development, innovation, and entrepreneurship. 

Prof. Khali highlighted the great possibilities available in Uttarakhand in areas such as 

agriculture, horticulture, dairy farming, organic farming, animal husbandry, medicinal plants, 

and rural tourism. He motivated students to make proper use of local resources and modern 

technology to create employment opportunities for themselves and for society. He also 

stressed the importance of the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” vision and the role of educated youth in 

strengthening the rural economy. 

The main speaker of the programme was Mr. Rajendra Singh Bisht, founder of the 

Himalayan Rural Development Committee and member of the Minority Commission, 

Uttarakhand. He delivered a detailed lecture on employment opportunities in rural areas and 

explained various practical ways through which young people can become self-reliant. 

He discussed the importance of self-help groups, cooperative societies, savings systems, and 

loan facilities in improving rural livelihoods. He also explained how activities such as dairy 

farming, goat farming, vegetable production, and small-scale rural industries can become 

strong sources of income and employment. His speech inspired students to explore local 

opportunities instead of depending entirely on urban employment. 

The special guest speaker, Mr. Girish Chandra Joshi, a social worker, natural farming 

promoter, and vlogger, delivered an interesting lecture on natural and organic farming 

methods. He explained that the demand for organic products is increasing rapidly and that the 

hill regions of Uttarakhand have excellent potential for organic agriculture. 



Mr. Joshi also shared practical knowledge about low-cost farming techniques, organic 

manure preparation, and the marketing of local products through digital platforms and social 

media. He encouraged students to use modern communication tools for promoting rural 

products and developing entrepreneurship. His lecture provided valuable practical knowledge 

to the students. 

During the interactive session, students enthusiastically asked questions related to career 

opportunities, agriculture-based entrepreneurship, government schemes, and rural 

development. The speakers answered their questions in a very simple and motivating manner. 

The session helped students gain awareness about self-employment schemes, skill 

development opportunities, and sustainable rural livelihoods. 

In his presidential address, Principal Prof. B. M. Pandey appreciated the efforts of the 

organizing departments and stated that such programmes are very important for the overall 

development of students. He said that self-employment not only strengthens the economy but 

also helps in reducing migration from rural areas. He encouraged students to identify local 

opportunities and work for the development of their villages and society. 

The programme was successfully conducted with the active support of faculty members 

including Dr. J. N. Pant, Dr. Rashmi Selwal, Dr. Pradeep Dugapal, Dr. B. S. Bisht, Dr. 

Mahesh Vishwakarma, Dr. Pramesh Tatta, and Dr. Leeladhar Mishra. The stage 

proceedings were efficiently conducted by Dr. Leeladhar Mishra. 

At the end of the programme, Dr. Rashmi Selwal, Head of the Department of Economics, 

delivered the vote of thanks and expressed gratitude to all the guests, speakers, faculty 

members, and students for their participation and cooperation. 

Overall, the programme proved to be highly successful, informative, and inspiring for the 

students. It encouraged rural youth to think positively about self-employment, 

entrepreneurship, and sustainable development. The event also strengthened awareness about 

the importance of local resources, innovation, and skill-based employment in building a self-

reliant rural society. 
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